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The Challenge
In order to protect biodiversity, policy makers increasingly require demonstration of its value. An improvement is needed of our understanding of alternative concepts for the ‘value of biodiversity’ and how the effectiveness of arguments derived from them depends on the context in which they are used.
Project Objectives

The general objective of BESAFE is to help to innovate and improve biodiversity protection by providing a framework that summarises the observed and potential effectiveness of alternative ways to argue the case for biodiversity protection, and to make this framework easily accessible and usable through a publicly accessible database and associated toolkit. This system can be used to convincingly demonstrate the value of biodiversity to policy makers and will also provide them with guidance on the use and effectiveness of the various arguments in a range of situations.

This general aim and objective are translated into a number of practical objectives:

1. To compile currently used arguments in a framework according to their effectiveness.

2. To investigate the effectiveness of alternative ecological, economic and social arguments.
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To analyse how policies, protection measures and value perceptions operate in different situations.
4. To explore how awareness of ecosystem services relates to people’s valuation of biodiversity.
5. To develop a database and toolkit to guide the use of various arguments in specific situations and provide recommendations on their suitability for promoting biodiversity protection.

6. To engage directly with stakeholders throughout the project through workshops, brochures, web based applications, public meetings, publications in popular and policy relevant media and scientific papers.
Methodology

BESAFE will use case studies to investigate how much importance people attribute to alternative arguments for the protection of biodiversity and in particular how this relates to ecosystem services. It will focus on the arguments used by policy makers at different governance levels and in different ecological, socio-economic, spatial and temporal contexts. BESAFE will examine the interactions of environmental protection policies between governance scales. This will lead to an assessment of the transferability of arguments across scales. The Project will consider the contribution that valuing ecosystem services can make in demonstrating the value of biodiversity.
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Expected Results

BESAFE will undertake a number of case studies covering  three governance scales (global/European, national/regional, and local and their interactions). BESAFE will sample the ecological, societal and economic differences, including different ecosystems. BESAFE will involve case studies with appropriate coverage of geographical regions and ecosystems and covering different time scales. A wide range of stakeholder groups will be involved and different issues areas related to biodiversity protection.

BESAFE will increase comprehension on the dependency of the effectiveness of arguments on:
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the perception of the policy makers and stakeholders addressed (who),
b) the policy implementation phase (when), and
c) communication and participation (how). 
BESAFE will offer a framework and a toolbox that can be used to guide the development of tailored policies that take multi-scale effects and integration into account, through the whole policy cycle. It will offer insight on the changing effectiveness of different types of arguments along the development trajectory and, therefore, increase the effectiveness of the use of arguments for protection. BESAFE will offer an overview of the potential effectiveness and possibilities of ecosystem services at different spatial and time scales.
At a Glance   





Title: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services: Arguments for our future Environment (BESAFE)





Instrument: FP7, Collaborative Project





Total Cost: 3,775,337.40 Euro





EC Contribution:  3,009,972.65 Euro





Duration:  4 years





Start Date:  1 September 2011


 


Consortium: 15 partners from 13 countries





Project Coordinator: Rob Bugter





Project Web Site: www.besafe-project.net 





Key Words: Biodiversity, protection, Ecosystem Services, effectiveness














NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT





BESAFE








[image: image3.jpg]
[image: image1.jpg]

